Publications Mail Agreement #40068926

949227811301

0

Health Biden has a TE=E | Letter to my -

policy  reservoir of t _;' ! Conservative |5 4..,.-'
briefing decency, Trump \3% -' colleagues
pp.15-24  doesn’tp. 13 P: 25

'--.-L b

Hill
THE Climbers

HILL ITMES @

THIRTY-THIRD YEAR, NO. 1898 CANADA’S POLITICS AND GOVERNMENT NEWSPAPER MONDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2022 $5.00

North ggm  Media

Feds’ policies for talk about
Korea: the ST

¥’ Alghan refugees = sting in the @  Sovering
T kept private p. 6 VEERS Lail p. 11 ~convoy’ p. 26

NEWS NEWS

Truckers’ protest reflects "
rise in ‘disruption politics,’ raasis

reveals need

increasing polarization, - [orledershio

in the capital

say political insiders

A- s the end-of-January truckers’
protest near Parliament Hill

Michael

Harris
p. 10

— transformed into the early-Febru-
AnmS A — . . P— ary occupation of Ottawa’s down-

town core, residents and their

he “Freedom Convoy,”which representatives on the capital’s

has paralyzed the nation’s capi- | ' ' ' - ' | | city council have reached their
tal for more than a week, could be breaking point and are desperate-
a political gift for Prime Minister ly looking for leadership from the
Justin Trudeau, say some political many elected officials in town.

insiders, but others warn this could
turn into an “Occupy Parliament
Hill movement”and become a ma-
jor headache for the government.
“Trudeau knows that these guys
aren’t going to stay there forever,”
said Darrell Bricker, CEO of Ipsos
Public Affairs, in a Feb. 1 interview.
“There’s a time limit on this: I
mean, the two things that they did
that were silly, was they did it on a
weekend when none of the Ottawa
press gallery is there, and Ottawa’s
downtown is shut down pretty
much anyway. And the second
thing they did was they picked one
of the coldest periods that we're
going to get this winter to do it,
with another big snowstorm on

The other group desperate
for leadership are the truckers
themselves, according to veteran
Canadian pollster Angus Reid.

“Part of the problem is that
when you have no leader who
can give voice to your concerns,
then you take to the streets and
manifest what psychologists call
‘frustration aggression,” Reid
told The Hill Times.

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
(Papineau, Que.) ruled out meet-
ing with any of the organizers
behind the massively disruptive
demonstration initially crafted
as a display of opposition to the
cross-border vaccination require-
, X ment for long-haul truck drivers.
the way. So, I'd say tlme,anq thfz At a Jan. 31 news conference,
weather are onTrudeau’s side. the prime minister said that he

For more than a Week, hun- A Freedom Convoy organizer, pictured on Feb. 1, 2022, speaking to supporters from a stage set up on a crane truck would “not go anywhere near pro-
dreds of protesters, including parked along Wellington Street in downtown Ottawa. The so-called ‘Freedom Convoy’ could be a political gift for Prime tests that have expressed hateful
Minister Justin Trudeau, say some politicos, but others say Trudeau should do something now to put an end to the protest
or this could potentially morph into a big problem for his government. The Hill Times photograh by Andrew Meade Continued on page 37

—

Continued on page 4
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Heard On The Hill

Veteran Hill reporter
Joan Bryden retires,
‘Canadian politics is
poorer for it,’ and Black

arly in the morning on Feb. 1, long-time

Parliament Hill and federal politics
reporter Joan Bryden announced the
beginning of her official retirement and an
end to her time with The Canadian Press’
parliamentary bureau.

“I am officially a retired person today.
This will take some adjustment after 40
years in daily journalist, 34 of them cover-
ing Parliament Hill/federal politics. I'll still
be watching events tho. Some habits are
hard to break,” she said on Twitter on Feb. 1.

Fellow journalist and national colum-
nist for The Toronto Star Susan Delacourt
expressed her feelings about Bryden’s
departure, saying: “Joan Bryden is officially
retired today as a reporter. Canadian poli-
tics is poorer for it, but I'm happy for her.”

Bryden’s announcement on Twitter
garnered hundreds of good wishes from fel-
low journalists, former journalists, political
players, and many more and 1,466 likes. A
well-respected reporter, Bryden reported
on major political events over the decades,
broke stories, and turned complicated sto-
ries into comprehensive, in-depth reads.

That’s not a scrum: Joan Bryden, pictured fourth
from left, with reporters Joél-Denis Bellavance,
left, Daniel Leblanc, Manon Cornellier, and
Campbell Clark in the rear, in the Commons
foyer in 2003 watching the House proceedings.
The Hill Times photograph by Jake Wright

Peter Mansbridge, former host of CBC’s
The National, summed things up on Twit-
ter:“Come on in Joan. The water is fine!
Congrats on a fabulous career—so far!”

In response to the warm words of
support and love, Bryden gave a genuine

History Month begins

Former CP reporter
Joan Bryden,
pictured talking
to Bob Rae at

an Ottawa event
in2015. ‘l am
officially a retired
person today. This
4 will take some

. adjustment after
40 years in daily
=% journalist, 34 of

| them covering
Parliament Hill/
federal politics,’
Bryden said

on Twitter. The
Hill Times file

thanks on Twitter: “A heartfelt thank you to
everyone for all the kind words today. I am
touched and overwhelmed.”

Elections Canada releases 2021

election report

Taking stock of the circumstances and
administration of the last election, held on
Sept. 20, 2021, Elections Canada tabled its
statutory report on the 44th general elec-
tion in the House of Commons on Jan. 31.

The report provided by the Chief Elec-
toral Officer Stéphane Perrault digs into the
agency’s efforts to ensure a safe and acces-
sible election amid COVID-19, and breaks
down how, and how many, Canadians voted.

“The agency’s overarching priority was
to ensure that Canadians would feel safe
participating in the election, whatever their
role,”the report reads.

To that end, Elections Canada noted its
consultations with health authorities at the
provincial, territorial, and federal level, and the
creation of reference materials to guide elec-
tion workers on how to implement changes
like physical distancing measures, as well as
new ways for electors to submit special ballots.

Some 17.2 million Canadians, or 62.5
per cent of registered electors, voted in the
last election, according to the report, 16
million of whom voted in person—5.8 mil-
lion at advance polls and 10.2 million on
election day itself.

Spurred by COVID, the 2021 election
saw a jump in voting by special ballots,
but not all who requested such ballots
ultimately had their vote counted. As
described in the report, of the roughly
one million Canadians who used mail-in
ballots to vote within their ridings, 883,000
(or 87 per cent) were returned in time to
be counted (the deadline being 6 p.m. EDT
on election day). Another 55,696 ballots
were sent to voters living abroad, of which
only 48.5 per cent, or 27,035, were counted,
and of the 203,446 special ballots issued to
Canadians voting in Canada but outside
of their home riding, about 78 per cent, or
158,693 were counted.

The report also touches on subse-
quent judicial recounts, which took place in
four electoral districts in 2021: Chateauguay-
Lacolle, Que.; Trois-Rivieres, Que.; Brome-
Missisquoi, Que.; and Davenport, Ont.

Of those, Chateauguay-Lacolle was sig-
nificant in that the results led to a reversal
of fortunes, with Liberal incumbent Brenda
Shanahan snatching victory over her clos-
est competition, the Bloc Québécois’ Patrick
O’Hara, by just 12 votes, the report reads. It
marked the first such seat flip since 2008.

The official voting results will be pub-
lished in the coming months.

Black History Month to be
celebrated virtually by Canadian

Heritage

With the start of Black History Month,
Canadian Heritage has updated its govern-
ment portal with news of a virtual event, to
celebrate the month and its legacy.

The virtual tribute is planned for 7 p.m.
EDT on Feb. 17 on Facebook Live, with
plans spanning performances to more
grounded interviews.

The theme for this month, Heritage’s site
reads, is “February and Forever: Celebrating
Black History today and every day,”which
means focusing on“recognizing the daily
contributions that Black Canadians make to
Canada,”the paragraph concludes.

“No matter where you live, we invite all
Canadians to learn more about these com-
munities and how they continue to help
shape the story of Canada.”

Elsewhere, Progressive Senator Wanda
Thomas Bernard, will be showing up in a
three-part free virtual panel series hosted
by the Ontario Association of Social Work-
ers, starting at 6 p.m. EDT on the evenings
of Feb. 9, Feb. 16, and Feb. 23.

The topics include African, Caribbean,
and Black communities, and Afrocentric
social work, with a focus on life from
“cradle to grave,”and how Canadian social
work can be decolonized.

Black Canadians have influenced
Canada’s history from the early 1600s, with
the arrival of navigator and interpreter
Mathieu Da Costa.

The late Lincoln Alexander became
Canada’s first ever Black Member of Par-
liament when he was elected to represent
Hamilton West, Ont., in 1968. The House of
Commons officially recognized February
as Black History Month in December 1995.

PHAC spent more than $100,000
on legal costs to prevent release
of Winnipeg lab docs

In a recent Order Paper question
response, the Public Health Agency of
Canada revealed that it spent $122,600 on
legal costs for its application in Federal
Court to stop the release of the Winnipeg
lab documents to the House of Commons.

The question came from Conservative
MP John Williamson (New Brunswick
Southwest, N.B.), who sought these figures
and a list of departments involved in al-
locating resources to “prepare the legal
application,”’the response reads.

It notes that all legal services relating to
the filing were provided by Department of
Justice counsel.

The Winnipeg lab scientists controversy
dates back to July 2019, when Chinese Cana-
dian virologists Xiangguo Qiu and husband
Keding Cheng were evicted from the Canadi-
an National Microbiology Laboratory in Win-
nipeg; they were fired by the Public Health
Agency of Canada (PHAC) in January 2021

Since then, Conservatives have con-
tinuously pushed for access to the unre-
dacted version of these documents, both

at committee and in the House Chamber.
Last June, after House Speaker Anthony
Rota (Nipissing-Timiskaming, Ont.) called
now-former PHAC head Iain Stewart to
the bar for a formal reprimand over the
agency’s failure to comply with a House
production order, the government applied
to the Federal Court of Canada to prevent
the release of the requested documents.
That application was dropped upon the
August 2021 election call.

Most recently in early December, Gov-
ernment House Leader Mark Holland (Ajax,
Ont.) proposed a compromise, wherein an
all-party committee would be created to re-
view both redacted and unredacted versions
of the documents, with judges to assess
what of the review could be publicized.

The proposal was rejected.

Hill construction halted amid

ongoing convoy protests

Work to renovate the historic Centre
Block building has been put on pause,
after Public Services and Procurement
Canada and the Parliamentary Protec-
tive Service made the call to close the
construction site on Jan. 28 as a result of
the ongoing “Freedom Convoy” protest in
downtown Ottawa.

“Out of an abundance of caution, PSPC
and the Parliamentary Protective Service
have made the decision to close the Centre
Block construction site from Friday, Jan.

28 to Wednesday, Feb. 2 due to the ongoing
protest taking place in Ottawa,” confirmed
PSPC media relations in an email to The
Hill Times on Feb. 2.

“The safety and security of workers on
Parliament Hill remains a top priority,” said
the department.

“PSPC is monitoring the situation in
close collaboration with the Senate of
Canada, House of Commons, Library of
Parliament, and the Parliamentary Protec-
tive Service, and will adjust our activities,
as needed.”

Asked whether the construction site will
re-open after Feb. 2 regardless of, or depen-
dent on, the continuation of the protest,
PSPC reiterated that it is monitoring the
situation with its parliamentary partners
and will adjust as needed.

The “Freedom Convoy”that started
trickling into Ottawa on Jan. 27 ahead of
the convoy’s main arrival on Jan. 28 con-
tinues to be parked along Wellington Street
just outside Parliament Hill’s perimeter,
as well as on streets throughout Ottawa’s
downtown core. Along with a cacophony of
horns, protestors—who are seeking an end
to all COVID-19 restrictions and vaccine
mandates, among other things laid out in
its“Memorandum of Understanding”—are
on foot waving flags (including the Nazi
and Confederate flags, as well as many
proclaiming “F#ck Trudeau,” and the Cana-
dian flag) and signs.

City residents and local businesses have
reported numerous incidents of harassment,
intimidation, and physical aggression. As
with many other businesses, the Rideau
Centre is currently shuttered until Feb. 6.

The Centre Block construction site in-
cludes both work to renovate and modern-
ize the 100-year-old Centre Block building,
as well as work to construct the final phase
of the Hill’s new underground welcome
centre complex. This project is currently
estimated to take at least $4.5- to $5-billion
to complete by 2030-31.

PSPC has previously estimated that—at
the current stage of demolition and abate-
ment work, and amid COVID—roughly 400
workers are on site on a given day.—Laura
Ryckewaert

achen@hilltimes.com
The Hill Times



Our new COVID-19 vaccines
fight variants — without a needle

McMaster researchers are beginning a clinical trial for two new vaccines designed
to protect against COVID-19 variants of concern, developed right here in our
unique Fitzhenry Vector Lab.

Plus, there's no needle.

The second-generation vaccines use an aerosol inhaler, directly targeting
the lungs and airways where infections begin.

Our researchers are mobilizing decades of
groundbreaking vaccine and infectious
disease research.

These innovations are among the many
ways in which McMaster experts at
Canada’s Global Nexus for
Pandemics and Biological
Threats are protecting our
communities and preventing
the next pandemic.

Fiona Smaill

Professor, Pathology and
Molecular Medicine

Zhou Xing

Professor, Medicine

é
= f 1

Canada’s Global Nexus for McMaster
% Pandemics and Biological Threats | University

&S




4 THE HILLTIMES | MONDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2022

News

Truckers’ protest reflects
rise in ‘disruption politics,
increasing polarization,
say political insiders

Pollster Nik Nanos
said if it turns into an
‘Occupy Parliament
Hill’ movement, Justin
Trudeau could have

a headache on his
hands. There might
be room for the NDP’s
Jagmeet Singh to pick
up points.

Continued from page 1

some truckers, dubbing them-
selves the “Freedom Convoy 2022”
have been protesting in down-
town Ottawa against vaccines
mandates. Some of them are
anti-vaxxers, others are protest-
ing against what they interpret as
government infringing on their
liberties by making vaccines man-
datory to cross the Canada-U.S.
border. Many of them are protest-
ing the Liberal government in
general, expressing particular
disdain for the prime minister
himself.

These protests started in reac-
tion to an existing vaccine man-
date for all who wanted to cross
the border from the United States
into Canada. Previously, truck-
ers had been given an exemption
from this requirement. On Jan. 15,
that exemption was no more, and
all truckers entering into Canada
from the United States now
need to be vaccinated in order to
avoid a 14-day quarantine.The
announcement that this was hap-
pening was made in November.

Trucking is the No. 1 occupa-
tion amongst Canadian men, and
according to Statistics Canada,
employs 303,000 men in the
country. Most Canadian truckers
are vaccinated and many have
denounced the demonstration.

As of deadline last week, the
protesters had raised a whopping
$10-million within a few weeks.

These protests started in Ot-
tawa on the last weekend of Janu-
ary when the temperatures were
hitting below 20 degrees Celsius
before the windchill. Considering
the frigid cold weather and that
many of these protesters must be
missing work, it remains to be
seen how long this can continue.

According to a recent poll, the
demonstration is not supported
by Canadians. An Abacus Data
poll released on Feb. 3 suggested
that 68 per cent said that they
have “very little in common with

how the protesters in Ottawa see
things,”and 32 per cent said they
“have a lot in common.”

The same poll also suggested
that 57 per cent of the respon-
dents said that the protest came
off as“offensive and inappropri-
ate,”compared to 43 per cent who
described it as “respectful and
appropriate.”

According to Health Canada,
about 80 per cent of Canadians

are fully vaccinated and an over-
whelming majority of the popula-
tion is in support of vaccination
against COVID-19.

The federal Liberals used this
wedge successfully against the
Conservatives in the last federal
election which paved the way for
them to win another minority
government. Even still, a number
of Conservative MPs are support-
ing the demonstration and some
Saskatchewan MPs, includ-
ing caucus chair Kevin Waugh
(Saskatoon Grasswood, Sask.)
and former party leader Andrew
Scheer (Regina-Qu’Appelle,
Sask.), took pictures with the
trucks last week.

Soon after the demonstra-
tion started on Saturday, Jan. 29,
complaints emerged about some
protesters desecrating national
monuments, stealing food from a
homeless shelter and some also
hurling death threats at Trudeau.

Some also used Nazi symbols
on protest signs and waved Nazi
flags, in addition to the more
common signs bearing divi-
sive and inflammatory rhetoric
against the prime minister and
the Liberal government.

In a press conference last week,
Trudeau (Papineau, Que.) doubled
down and vowed not to back down
from his vaccine policy.

“I want to be very clear: we are
not intimidated by those who hurl
abuse at small business workers
and steal food from the homeless,”
Trudeau said about the protest-
ers on Jan. 31.“We won’t give in
to those who fly racist flags. We
won’t cave to those who engage

in vandalism, or dishonour the
memory of our veterans.”

Trudeau encouraged those
protesters who disagreed with the
divisive tactics of the protesters to
distance themselves or speak up
against those who had infiltrated
their movement.

“To anyone who joined the
convoy but is rightly uncom-
fortable with the symbols of
hatred and division on display:
join with your fellow Canadi-
ans, be courageous, and speak
out,”Trudeau said. “Do not
stand for, or with, intolerance
and hate.”

In the House of Commons,
Trudeau said on Feb. 2, that the
government was working with law
enforcement agencies to put an end
to the protest which was becoming
“illegal.”

Ottawa Police Chief Peter Sloly
did not rule out the possibility of
seeking support from the military
to deal with this situation.

Meanwhile, Bricker said the
situation is especially tricky for
the Conservatives. Erin O’Toole
(Durham, Ont.), who was dumped
by his caucus last week as leader,
was trying to balance between his

base, which is largely located in
Western Canada, and the subur-
ban swing voters, a key demo-
graphic which the party needs to
win elections. So far, the party has
been unsuccessful, he said. This
delicate balance requires Conser-
vatives to not let their base move
to the populist People’s Party of
Canada or some other right-of-
centre party like the Maverick
Party, Bricker added.

The People’s Party was not able
to win any seats, but won about
850,000 votes nationally in the last
federal election. In contrast, the left-
leaning Green Party, which has been
around for years, won two seats with
397,000 votes. According to some
estimates, the vote split between the
Conservatives and Peoples’ Party
caused the Conservatives to lose 20
seats across the country.

Bricker said that the trucking
protest issue will not be top of
mind in a few weeks as Ontario
business establishments like res-
taurants and gyms have already
opened up at 50 per cent capacity

and things are expected to get
better in the coming days.

Nik Nanos, chief data scientist
for Nanos Research, described the
Ottawa protests as a new escala-
tion of the disruption politics that
Canadians first saw in the last
federal election. In a number of
the Liberal Party’s campaign
events, some protesters showed up
to demonstrate against the vaccine
mandates. In some incidents, they
threw gravel at the prime minis-
ter and made particularly nasty
comments about Trudeau and his
family. Nanos said that Trudeau
is a“polarizing figure”and the
current situation could become
challenging for the prime minis-
ter as it puts a spotlight on him.
Nanos said it could make him look
weak for not intervening or doing
anything. He said that whether
Canadians are for or against the
COVID vaccines, they are tired
of the pandemic and this is just
another frustration point for them.

“This is a new, popular, anti-
establishment front that has been
formed, that is very diverse, in
terms of what the drivers are [de-
manding]; everything from being
concerned about vaccinations to

being concerned about big gov-
ernment imposing its will on indi-
viduals through to concern about
Ottawa ... being out of touch with
Canadians and not serving Can-
ada,”said Nanos.“This is a new
anti-establishment popular front
[that] should not be dismissed,
and it’s not going away.”

Nanos said that this situa-
tion could be a political windfall
for NDP Leader Jagmeet Singh
(Burnaby South, B.C.) whose
popularity numbers have already
gone up. Nanos said Canadians
disappointed with the Liberals
and Conservatives could park
their support with the NDP.

According to a Nanos poll
released Jan. 28, the Conserva-
tives and the Liberals were tied in
a statistical dead heat at 30.4 per
cent and 29.9 per cent, respective-
ly. The NDP had the support of
20.7 per cent, the People’s Party
of Canada at 6.7 per cent and the
Greens at 5.8 per cent.

“It’s not a slam dunk for Justin
Trudeau,”said Nanos.“It does

Thousands
’ of protesters,
pictured Jan.
29,2022, on
Wellington
Street, have
blocked Ottawa’s
= downtown
core, including
the entire
Parliamentary
Precinct and
¥ its surrounding
neighbourhoods.
The Hill Times
photograph by
e _4 Andrew Meade

mobilize progressive voters, but

I don’t think we should equate
progressive voters being mobi-
lized with them voting for Justin
Trudeau. And this is why Jagmeet
Singh is well positioned at this
time.”

He warned that the Liberals
should be worried as this could
turn into an“Occupy Ottawa
movement”where truckers take
turns and occupy as much of the
Parliamentary Precinct as pos-
sible. He noted that the truckers
don’t need thousands of trucks
for this, and even a hundred
trucks could bring the city to a
standstill. Meanwhile, Nanos said
Canadians want the government
to come up with a long-term solu-
tion to the COVID-19 pandemic.

“I would hazard to say that
average Canadians are still
frustrated with a pandemic, want
proactive action from the federal
party leaders to have a path for-
ward,” said Nanos.“And what this
does is this makes voters even
grumpier, because basically, it
looks like a capital that’s gripped
in indecision and inaction that is
hostage to truckers.”

The Hill Times



Right now, foreign digital broadcasters do not have any responsibility to promote
or support Canadian music.

Current broadcasting laws and regulations were designed for radio and television.

While these rules have been effective, foreign digital platforms have zero obligations
to support and promote Canadian creators, even to Canadian audiences.

For every dollar in music licenses from Canadian TV and radio broadcasters,
around 34 cents are distributed to Canadian songwriters and composers.

But for every dollar in music licenses from digital platforms,
only 10 cents remain in Canada.

SOCAN and other Canadian music industry organizations are calling for
updated policies for digital broadcasters so that Canadian music is heard.

Reforming the Broadcasting Act is a necessary step to strengthening Canadian songwriters
and composers' place within Canada and supporting Canadian music in a digital world.

A I'neure actuelle, les diffuseurs numériques étrangers n‘ont aucune responsabilité quant a la promotion ou au
soutien de la musique canadienne.

Les lois et reglements actuels en matiére de radiodiffusion ont été congus pour la
radio et la télévision.

Cette réglementation a été efficace, mais les plateformes numériques étrangeres “
n‘ont toujours aucune obligation de soutenir et de promouvoir les créateurs

canadiens, méme aupres du public canadien

Pour chaque dollar de licences musicales des diffuseurs canadiens de
télévision et de radio, environ 34 cents vont aux créateurs canadiens.

Mais pour chaque dollar de licences musicales provenant des plateformes
numeériques, seulement 10 cents restent au Canada.

La SOCAN et d'autres organisations de I'industrie canadienne de la musique
demandent une mise a jour des politiques encadrant les diffuseurs numériques afin
gue la musique canadienne soit entendue.

La réforme de la Loi sur la radiodiffusion est une étape nécessaire pour renforcer la
place des créateurs canadiens dans leur propre pays et soutenir la musique canadienne
dans un monde numérique

Q B Jale SCGC ——
. CIMA e SEACQ)

musique. monde. co tés. Associatio Music === Editeurs .
usiqu connectés A p E M de:‘p,:f.;zignngls Publishers de Musique G:Songw"ters_ca

de l'édition musicale Canada au Canada

music. people. connected.




6 THE HILLTIMES | MONDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2022

News

Public policies in place
for Afghan refugees are
being kept private

4@?

Months after the fall
of Afghanistan to
the Taliban, Afghan
refugees and those
working to get them
to Canada say a lack
of communication
from the government
is ‘misguided.’ At
this point, more
transparency is
needed.

so—

BY CHELSEA NASH

Public policies that enable the
government to implement
special immigration measures for
Afghan refugees are being kept
under wraps, even as those work-
ing to assist Afghans navigate the
immigration system say the lack
of information is causing confu-
sion and chaos.

Ministers of immigration have
the power to issue public policies
to work around certain immigra-
tion laws and facilitate special
measures like the ones that have
been created for Afghan refugees.
These policies can include exemp-
tions from certain immigration
requirements for specific groups.
Normally, these public policies
are public and available on the
department’s website.

But the public policies for
Afghan refugees are not public,
nor are they being released to
advocates in the sector who have
requested them.

A spokesperson for Immigra-
tion, Refugees and Citizenship
Canada said the public policies

are not being released “in consid-

eration of this vulnerable popula-

tion and to protect the integrity of
the process.”

The department did not
respond to questions about how
keeping the policies from the pub-
lic was protecting the integrity
of the process or protecting the
refugees themselves.

Janet Dench, the executive
director of the Canadian Council
for Refugees, had also requested
the public policies from the
department and said she was told
the same thing.

“Their rationale seems mis-
guided and very paternalistic,”
she said.“This is in line with a
broader problematic position
being taken by the government in
regard to Afghan movements—an
unwillingness to share informa-
tion with NGOs and lawyers,
saying that IRCC will take care
of things and it will only confuse
things if they give out more infor-
mation.”

IRCC spokesperson Julie
Lafortune said the government is
trying to secure safe passage for
those in Afghanistan by working
with its partners in the region.
She pointed out the government
is doing this while it is “navigating
a war zone” in which it has“no
military or diplomatic presence.”

“This unique environment
has required the Government of
Canada to be flexible and to tailor
approaches to provide assistance
for unusual situations. As a result,
the Minister has used his author-
ity to create public policies to
enable the government to assist
at-risk Afghan refugees,”she said
in an email.

NDP MP Jenny Kwan (Van-
couver East, B.C.), her party’s im-
migration critic, said she’s never
seen an instance of the govern-
ment not sharing information in
terms of a policy that impacts the
public. She understands that spe-

Immigration
Minister Sean
Fraser has
implemented public
policies to enable
special immigration
measures for
Afghan refugees,
but they aren't
being released to
the public. NDP
MP Jenny Kwan

| says keeping

them secret is
causing refugees
and those working
on their behalf

to take "shots in
the dark." The Hill
Times photograph by
Andrew Meade

cific details about which groups
the government might be working
with or what their strategy is on
the ground in Afghanistan needs
to be kept private for security
purposes.

“But if there is flexibility with
the current situation then we
need to know what is that flex-
ibility and how would it apply?
Because at this stage, we don’t
know. We’re all shooting in the
dark,”she said.

Immigration and refugee law-
yer Maureen Silcoff, who works
with the Canadian Association
of Refugee Lawyers, said she
wasn’t as concerned with how
the government communicated
information about the special
immigration measures—whether
via public policies or otherwise—
but said there was a need for
increased transparency and com-
munication.

“This is not a few weeks
anymore, this has been months,”
she told The Hill Times. “At this
point, understanding that we’re
dealing with all of the really dif-
ficult hurdles of Afghanistan and
what that involves, there has to be
improved communication, both in
terms of public-facing and client-
facing communication.”

Silcoff also acknowledged that
the situation on the ground in
Afghanistan is complicated, but
pointed out that there are also
people outside of Afghanistan in
third countries who are waiting
to hear any indication from the
government about their eligibility
to come to Canada.

The Hill Times reported on
two such cases last week. Farzana
Adell, a women’s rights activist
and former staff to the president
of Afghanistan Ashraf Ghani who
is stuck in Turkey, appears to be an
ideal candidate to come to Canada
as a refugee. But, the question of
where she should direct her ap-
plication poses a challenge.

Similarly in a bind, Afghan
refugee Muhammad Hussain
Hamdard initially applied to come
to Canada as a refugee back in
mid-August when Kabul first fell
to the Taliban. In the meantime,
he and his family have managed
to make it to a refugee camp in
the Netherlands. An English-
speaker with family here, he said
he still wants Canada to be where
he settles. But, he has heard no
updates about the status of his ap-
plication at all. He is unsure if he
is in fact eligible under Canada’s
special immigration measures,
and until he finds out more infor-
mation, he feels stuck.

“At this point, I think people
expect that there has been suffi-
cient time to understand what the
difficulties are, what the hurdles
are, and what needs to happen.
And I think it’s time to put in
place some improvements, given
the desperation of people at this
point,” Silcoff said.

Dench pointed to the is-
sue of Afghans who have been
evacuated to Canada and granted
temporary resident permits.
Those people don’t know whether
they should move forward with
refugee applications or apply for
permanent residence.

“We repeatedly asked IRCC
to explain to us the rules relating
to people on temporary resident
permits, but IRCC refused, saying
simply that they would contact in-
dividually those on TRPs who are
eligible for permanent residence
through the special immigration

measures (i.e. the public policies),”

she said in an email.

Janet Dench, executive director of the
Canadian Council for Refugees, says
the government’s approach of keeping
information to itself is ‘paternalistic.’
Photograph courtesy of Adaha John

“As a result, people have been
in a lot of confusion, unaware
of their rights, and NGOs and
lawyers struggle to help them,”
she said.

Silcoff said that situation was
causing uncertainty.

“I think the bigger problem
lies, of course, [with] the people
who are in dire circumstances in
Afghanistan. People need infor-
mation. People need transpar-
ency,”she said.

Kwan said she has written
multiple letters to Minister of
Immigration Sean Fraser (Cen-
tral Nova, N.S.) and Minister
of Foreign Affairs Mélanie Joly
(Ahuntsic-Cartierville, Que.) as

well as their predecessors prior
to the election last fall. She said
she has yet to hear a reply to any
of them.

On Wednesday, Kwan said
she was in the process of draft-
ing another letter about a case
that has been brought to her
attention where women and
their families are in hiding in
Afghanistan because the Tali-
ban has issued a public order to
behead them. The people work-
ing with these families don’t
know if there is a path for these
families to come to Canada,
which is why they reached out
to Kwan.

She said she wishes she knew
exactly what the public policies
were so she could share that
information with the people who
are working with these families
and at least direct them to the
proper route for application.

“They’re in hiding and they’re
just so scared. I don’t even know
what to say. And there’s some se-
cret process that maybe they can
tap into. Seriously?” Kwan said.

Silcoff said those working in
the sector understand there are
sensitivities involved.

“But there’s also the sensi-
tivities of the situation, including
very vulnerable people in highly
dangerous circumstances [who
need information],” Silcoff said.

One need for sensitivity can’t
displace another, she said.

cnash@hilltimes.com
The Hill Times

Afghan refugee
applications by
the numbers:

According to the IRCC website:

IRCC has received 14,740
applications through the Special
Immigration Program for Afghans
who assisted the Government of
Canada. Some 9,820 of those have
been approved; 4,920 are still
pending. Of those applications that
have been approved, 4,315 have
arrived in Canada.

2,900 refugees who applied
through the humanitarian pro-
gram have arrived in Canada.

According to the government’s
Order Paper responses to MPs’
inquiries of ministries:

The average processing time
for Special Immigration Measures
applications is 22 days.

Approximately 11,662 Afghan
refugees, or 56 per cent of the
department’s processing inventory,
are located in third countries, with
most currently residing in India and
Pakistan. Approximately 9,249, or
44 per cent, are stillin Afghanistan.

Government funding directed
to Afghanistan:

Canada has committed a total
amount of $367.82-million in de-
velopment funding to Afghanistan
for 2020 through 2025.

Of that amount, $28.34-mil-
lion is allocated through Canadian
organizations.

Canada has allocated a total of
$143.57-million in humanitarian
funding to Afghanistan for 2020
through 2022.

Of that amount, $1.5-million
is allocated through Canadian
organizations.



OTTAWA DECLARATION

Canada and the Treaty on the
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons

“Humanity remains one misunderstanding, one misstep, one miscalculation, one pushed button away from annihilation.”

.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres issues this stark warning of the immediacy of the nuclear
threat and the unacceptable catastrophic humanitarian consequences of firing any of the world's
13,000 nuclear weapons. All nine states holding these weapons pursue the perpetual “modem-
ization” of their arsenals— notably making a mockery of the disarmament commitments of the nu-

clear weapon powers party to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT), and threat-

ening to extend the nuclear weapons era indefinitely. More than ever, the world needs to hear a clear
moral and legal call for the elimination and perpetual prohibition of these instruments of mass destruction.

Just such a call has come with urgency and authority in the January 2021 entry into force of the Treaty on
the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW). In unequivocal language, the TPNW declares that “any use of

Therefore, we the undersigned urge Canada to join the Treaty and call on the Government to begin the
process by publicly welcoming the Treaty’s moral authority and legal mandate in the pursuit of a world
without nuclear weapons. We also urge Canada to join Norway and Germany as observers at the first
Meeting of States Parties, and to work at bringing NATO into conformity with the Treaty and the NPT.

We thus call on Canada to challenge the nuclear retentionist policies of NATO, by, as a first step, acting
decisively on the still relevant 2018 recommendation of the House of Commons Committee on National

Defence —that, “on an urgent basis,” the Government of Canada “take a leadership role within NATO in

nuclear weapons would be abhorrent to the principles of humanity and the dictates of public conscience.”

This historic treaty exposes and stigmatizes nuclear weapons and their use as standing outside the norms
of international humanitarian law. It challenges nuclear weapon states to finally act on their NPT disarma-
ment commitments. The TPNW reinforces the urgent need for nuclear weapon states to undertake and

beginning the work necessary for achieving the NATO goal of creating the conditions for a world free of
nuclear weapons.”

The overwhelming majority of Canadians support the abolition of nuclear weapons and look to their gov-

required.

condude nuclear disarmament negotiations, with non-nuclear weapon states also at the table.

January 2022

emment for energetic and sustained leadership in helping to push the world back from the abyss of nu-
clear annihilation. Nuclear disarmament diplomacy must become a national priority. Emergency action is

This “Ottawa Declaration” emerged out of the conference of international experts initiated and convened by The Simons Foundation Canada and Canadians for a Nuclear Weapons Convention (CNWC)
in Ottawa, November 29-30, 2021, on “Canada and the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons.” The declaration is endorsed by the following individuals (conference participants, indicated by an
asterisk, and CNWC supporters, all of whom are recipients of the Order of Canada). Affiliations are included for identification purposes only and do not indicate institutional endorsement.

Ray Acheson*

Director, Reaching Critical Will
of the Women's International
League for Peace and Freedom

Carolyn Acker C.M.
Founder, Pathways to
Education Canada

The Hon. Lloyd Axworthy,
cC*

Former Minister of Foreign
Affairs, Canada

Tom Axworthy, 0.C.
Secretary General, InterAction
Council; Chair, Public Policy,
Massey College, University of
Toronto

Christopher R. Barnes, C.M.
Professor Emeritus, Earth and
Ocean Sciences, University of
Victoria

Gerry Barr, CM.

Former CEO of the Directors
Guild of Canada; Former
President and CEO of Canadian
Council for International
Cooperation

Adele Buckley*
Pugwash Council; Past Chair,
Canadian Pugwash Group

Robin Collins*
Co-Chair, Canadian Network to
Abolish Nuclear Weapons

Paul Copeland, C.M.
Criminal law, immigration
law and national security law
lawyer; Co-founder and life
bencher of the Law Society of
Ontario

Cathy Crowe, C.M.

Public Affiliate, Department
of Politics and Public
Administration, Ryerson
University

Bonnie Docherty*
International Human Rights
Clinic, Harvard Law School

Howard Dyck, C.M.
Artistic Director, Nota Bene
Players & Singers; Former
CBC Radio host of Choral
Concert and Saturday
Afternoon at the Opera

JohnEnglish, 0.C.
Distinguished University Professor
Emeritus, University of Waterloo

Ivan Fellegi, 0.C.
Chief Statistician of Canada
Emeritus

Nigel Fisher 0.C.
Former United Nations
Assistant Secretary-General

Peter Herby*

Consultant on
humanitarian-based
disarmament, Switzerland,;
Former head of the Arms
Unit, Legal Division,
International Committee of
the Red Cross

Nancy Hermiston, 0.C.
Head, UBC Voice and Opera
Divisions; UBC University
Marshal

Erin Hunt*
Programme Manager, Mines
Action Canada

Cesar Jaramillo*

Executive Director, Project
Ploughshares; Chair, Canadian
Pugwash Group

Bruce Kidd, 0.C.
Professor Emeritus, University
of Toronto

Daryl G. Kimball*
Executive Director, Arms
Control Association

Canadians for a
Nuclear Weapons Convention

Bonnie Sherr Klein, 0.C.
Documentary filmmaker and
disability activist

Anita Kunz 0.C.
Artist, writer, educator

Stephen Lewis, C.C.
Former Canadian Ambassador
to the United Nations

Tamara Lorincz*

Ph.D. Candidate, Balsillie
School of International Affairs,
Wilfrid Laurier University

Margaret MacMillan, C.C.
Emeritus Professor of
International History,
University of Oxford

Peggy Mason*

President, Rideau Institute;
Former Canadian Ambassador
for Disarmament to the United
Nations

David Matas, C.M.

Lawyer specializing in
international human rights,
immigration and refugee law

Elizabeth May, 0.C.
Member of Parliament,
Saanich-Gulf Islands;

Parliamentary Leader, Green
Party of Canada

Paul Meyer*
School of International Studies,
Simon Fraser University

Jock Murray 0.C.
Professor Emeritus, Dalhousie
University

John C. Polanyi, C.C.*

Nobel Laureate (Chemistry,
1986); University Professor
Emeritus, University of Toronto

M.V. Ramana*

Simons Chair in Disarmament,
Global and Human Security;
Director of the Liu Institute for
Global Issues, University of
British Columbia

Tariq Rauf*

Former Head of Verification
and Security Policy,
International Atomic Energy
Agency

Ernie Regehr 0.C.*
Co-Founder and former
Executive Director, Project
Ploughshares; Senior Fellow,
The Simons Foundation
Canada

Catherine Robbin, 0.C.
Associate Professor Emerita,
York University; President, Art
Song Foundation of Canada

Hon. Douglas Roche, 0.C.*
Former Canadian Senator,
Member of Parliament, and
Ambassador for Disarmament

Clayton Ruby C.M.

Lawyer and activist
specializing in constitutional
and criminal law and civil
rights

Peter H. Russell, 0.C.
Professor Emeritus of Political
Science, University of Toronto

Randy Rydell*

Former Senior Political Affairs
Officer, United Nations Office
for Disarmament Affairs

Alicia Sanders-Zakre*
Policy and Research
Coordinator, International
Campaign to Abolish Nuclear
Weapons

Tom Sauer*

Professor in International
Politics, University of Antwerp,
Belgium

Rassemblement canadien pour une
convention sur les armes nucleaires

Jennifer Allen Simons C.M.*
Founder and President, The
Simons Foundation Canada;
Founding Partner, Global Zero

Gérard Snow, C.M.
Jurilinguiste, anciennement de
I'Université de Moncton

Setsuko Thurlow, C.M.
Hiroshima Atomic Bomb
Survivor and Nobel Peace
Prize Recipient on behalf of
the International Campaign
to Abolish Nuclear Weapons,
2017

James Walker, C.M.
University of Waterloo

Jessica West*
Senior Researcher, Project
Ploughshares

Salim Yusuf
Distinguished University
Professor of Medicine,
McMaster University; Past
President, World Heart
Federation




8 THE HILLTIMES | MONDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2022

Editorial

Editorial

Conservative MPs’ endorsement of
Ottawa’s ongoing occupation indefensible

t this point, what started out as

a convoy and became a protest
against all COVID-19 restrictions has
again morphed this time into a week-
long occupation of downtown Ottawa. It
is hurting the very same people the pro-
testers claim to want to help: working-
class folks struggling with the impact of
COVID-19 restrictions on their lives and
livelihoods.

The harm this group has imposed on
Ottawa and its residents has been made
abundantly clear. The presence of white
supremacists within the group has been
revealed. Residents of the city’s down-
town neighbourhoods report incessant,
round-the-clock honking and feel scared
to leave their homes. Businesses big and
small have been forced to close, leaving
workers without pay. The Parliament
Hill renovations had to stop. Workers
have been laid off. A coffee shop win-
dow on Elgin Street featuring a Pride
flag was smashed.

Ottawa Police Chief Peter Sloly said
last week that the situation remains vol-
atile. He said Ottawa police officers have
had to ignore many offences because of
the risk of public safety and the risk for
his own officers and he described the
protest as“massive in scale, polarizing
in content [and] dangerous in literally
every aspect.” Ottawa Police officers
have made three arrests in connection
with the protests so far and are spend-
ing $800,000 per day supervising and
responding to related emergencies.

So even after Sloly said the situa-
tion was volatile and that public safety

is “paramount,” Conservative MP Kevin
Waugh tweeted out a photo featuring
himself, along with fellow Conservative
MPs Warren Steinley, Andrew Scheer,
Fraser Tolmie and Rosemarie Falk and
Senator Denise Batters standing in front
of a truck parked on a downtown Otta-
wa street, holding up the Saskatchewan
flag. Waugh’s assessment? “It’s great to
see Canadians championing freedom on
Parliament Hill.”This behaviour is mind-
bogglingly crass.

So it’s no coincidence that Erin
O’Toole lost the leadership in the midst
of this mess. The right wing members of
his party were nipping at his heels for
making them vote unanimously to ban
conversion therapy in Canada. Now,
they’re expressing support for a group
that includes some people who think it’s
appropriate to destroy Ottawa’s down-
town core, treat Wellington Street likes
it’s one long street party, carry the Con-
federate flag, and flags with swastikas,
debase the National War Memorial and
the Terry Fox statue, and honk horns all
day and through the evening.

This is a litmus test of where Conser-
vative values lie in 2022. So far, it’s look-
ing like a sizeable portion of the party’s
elected officials value the chaos of a
week-long occupation of Canada’s capi-
tal over the well-being and livelihoods
of the people who live here. It’s a clear
crisis of conscience for members of the
official opposition, a party in disarray,
that is certain to make itself all the more
clear in the upcoming leadership race.

The Hill Times
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Letters to the Editor

Freedom is found in open, democratic
parliamentary governments, not in
holding Ottawa hostage

e:“Clash of the tired: pandemic

fatigue and political opportunism at
odds as COVID protest persists,” (The Hill
Times, Feb. 2, by Mike Lapointe).

There is no middle ground. We are in
the throes of a pandemic health crisis
and protecting the citizens of the coun-
try is paramount. I am rather concerned
that people are now thinking that there
is third way forward not the vaccination
route, not the anti-vaxx route, but some-
thing more normal. In most social issues
this may be the case, but in this case there
is hard scientific evidence for the role
of vaccinations and there is no room for
compromise. I do not understand why this
highly successful vaccine is being seen
differently than the many that we have all
accepted in the past.

I am deeply concerned that the travel
of the recent protesters may have set the
stage for dire consequences as a result
of their carrying contagion across the
nation. Recent waste-water tests in Ot-
tawa may point in that direction. We will
probably see in the coming days how

much additional damage has been done.
Unfortunately, radical elements have hi-
jacked the protest from the truckers and
turned it into something awful. They cry
freedom. Where is freedom found in the
governments of the world? It is found in
open, democratic parliamentary govern-
ments.

You have the right to vote, but on the
understanding that the government that
is voted in must be accepted. Protest is a
way of expressing displeasure, of alerting
government to serious shortcomings in
governance, but it is not a route to over-
throwing the governm